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Minutes of the General Meeting of the Suffolk Agricultural Association (SAA) 

Meeting held on Monday 23 June 2025 at 10.00 am via Zoom (recorded) 
 

Present: Bill Baker (BB) (Chairman), Roy Barker (RB), James Black (JB), Mark Donsworth (MD), 

John Dyter (JD), Andrew Fane (AF), Bruce Kerr (BK), Peter Over (PO), Jane Rabagliati (JR),  

Robert Rous (RR), Nikos Savvas (NS), Karen Sharpe (KS). 

 

Officers in Attendance - Phillip Ainsworth (PA) SAA Chief Executive)), Tim Charles (SAA Finance 

Director), Margie Morris (SAA minute taker). 

 

The SAA Chairman (BB) welcomed all to the General Meeting (GM). 

 

Notice of this meeting sent to members included the need to present and vote on two resolutions 

which could not wait until the next AGM in 2026.  BB also confirmed that Members present at the 

meeting and the received proxy forms meant the GM was quorate. 

 

1. Apologies for Absence  

The first item noted 37 apologies for absence received from Members.   

 

2. Ordinary Resolution  

To appoint Berry & Warren as the SAA’s new auditors with effect from the date of this meeting. 

 

BB first asked the Association’s Audit Committee Chair, JB, to remind all about the need to tender 

the service and the reasons for appointing Berry & Warren. 

 

JB - At its last AGM the then external audit firm was Larking Gowen but since then a tender process 

has been undertaken (in line with good practice) to either re-appoint the current firm or to select a 

new one.  Having undertaken a tender exercise led by the SAA Audit Committee a recommendation 

to appoint Berry & Warren was made to the SAA Board of Trustees on 13 May 2025 which was 

unanimously supported.  The rationale for selecting this firm was twofold first, they offered best 

value for money and secondly, the audit staff we will work with already know us well as they 

previously worked for Larking Gowen.   

 

JB proposed adoption of Berry & Warren which was seconded by BB. 

 

With no questions asked and after a vote by those present, and taking account of 36 proxy votes 

received, all were in favour except for one (proxy voter) abstention.  The Chairman then declared 

the motion carried.  
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3. Ordinary Resolution 2 - To adopt the Rule change to the age of voting for members with effect 

from the date of this meeting. 

 

BB reminded all that the  SAA Rules currently state that ‘only Members may vote at the AGM or 

other General Meetings’.  It was then proposed to add: ‘That said, and notwithstanding the 

entitlements for members at Articles 13 and 14, those under the age of 18 on the day of the AGM do 

not have voting rights at the AGM or General Meetings nor the right to offer opinion via proxy forms 

if under 18 when issued’.   

 

The primary rationale for the change is that from birth people can become life members and so vote.  

The view was that only upon becoming an adult is it reasonable to allow an individual to attend and 

vote at meetings or submit proxy votes if unable to attend.    

 

BB proposed the change which was seconded by Karen Sharpe. 

 

A member asked why the change now and KS commented that PA had brought to her attention 

that proxy votes had previously been received from young people raising the question that it 

seemed inappropriate for this to be happening. 

 

After a vote by those present all were in favour except for one who was against and of the 36 

proxy votes received, all were in favour.  The Chairman declared the motion carried. 

 

With no further business the Chairman thanked all for attending the meeting and took the 

opportunity to wish everyone a productive and enjoyable summer. 

 

The meeting ended at 1015 hours. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 


